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ACCOUNT OF THE WEATHER 

At Londonderry in the Tear 1799, 
By WILLIAM PATERSON, M.D. and M.R.I.A. 
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0- The greater part of the numbers in the 10th 
months of September, October, and November, wh 
months for Thunder very little occurred ; the caufe 
tncity having been conveyed to the earth by the con 
a tfflofphere and form thunder clouds. 
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January a good deal of hazy and foggy weather, with both mo- 
derate and keen froft, whilft the winds were chiefly from the 
mildefl: points ; the barometer was many days, at the beginning 
of the month, above 30, and varied little, though fometimes 
there was heavy rain ; and the ftrongeft freezing took place with 
the wind at weft. — The winds were in general not only foft in 
temperature, but moderate in force, there not being more than 4 or 
5 blowing days.— Thefe circumftances point out the character of 
this month as unufual for the feafon of the year ; it feems to be 
remarkable for a mixture of gentle winds, fliarp frofl, and damp, 
foggy air. — February contained a great proportion of blowing 
weather, particularly on the 7th and 8th at night, when there 
were extraordinary high and penetrating fqually gales with confi- 
derable quantities of round fnow ; between this and the preceding 
month there were 1 2 days of uninterrupted freezing ; and whilft, 
in the latter part, it foftened in its rigour, it was often bluftry — 
March, equally as February, was remarkable for blowing weather, 
with feveral fqually gales at night and heavy fliowers. — Although 
the warm winds exceeded the cold in number, in the points taken 
fingly, yet taken together, the cold were to the warm as 22 to 19 ; 
and upon the whole it was a rigorous unpleafant month. — April 
was remarkably keen and bluftry; the oldeft perfon living did not 
remember fo much fnow in this month ; the greatcft part of it fell 
on the 5th, which was little ftiort of the 8th of the preceding 
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* The greater part of the numbers in the 10th column denote Lightning alone, particularly in 
ths of September, Oftober, and November, when it took place moftly in the night, and in the \ 
ths for Thunder very little occurred ; the caufe of which may be afcribed to the atmofpherical 1 
ty h^'ing been conveyed to the earth by the conductor, rain, before it had time to accumulate ir 
Sphere and form thunder clouds. 
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ft points ; the barometer was many days, at the beginning 
le month, above 30, and varied little, though fometimes 
was heavy rain ; and the ftrongeft freezing took place with 
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extraordinary high and penetrating fqually gales with confi- 
de quantities of round fnow ; between this and the preceding 
:h there were 1 2 days of uninterrupted freezing ; and whilft, 
;e latter part, it foftened in its rigour, it was often bluftry — 
:h, equally as February, was remarkable for blowing weather, 
feveral fqually gales at night and heavy fliowers. — Although 
'arm winds exceeded the cold in number, in the pointb taken 
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greater part of the fair weather there was a frefh breeze fron 
N. and fometimes there was a covered Iky, threatning 
though none fell ; whilft upon the whole the air pofleued a < 
derable drying quality.— July produced a quantity of rain, 
cipally in heavy fliowers, yet hay was well faved, owing to 
abforption and evaporation going on at the fame time, in cor 
tion with frequent frefh breezes. — The leading character of ., 
Was wetnefs ; but as there were feveral frefh breezes and 
fair intervals, more might have been done in works of huft 
than was really effected. — The beginning of September W 
markably warm j and there were fome fair days, though a < 
like hazinefs of the air indicated much difengaged moifture, 
was confirmed by the hygrometer. Yet the nature of the w 
was fuch in general, with refpecl to exemption from the mi 
colle&ing in clouds, and good circulation by the wind: 
field-work might have been better performed by a little attent 
In Ottober the rain was moftly in frequent heavy fhowers ; 
were feveral fair intervals ; and there were feveral very ufefu 
breezes. — Hail of an unufual fize fell the 14th, about 3 
S. E. of Derry. — November was a cold, blowing month, 
much denfe fog, and frequent fevere fliowers of both rai 
hail ; yet the cold and windy weather, together with fever 
days and dry intervals, anfwered an excellent purpofe 1 
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greater part of the fair weather there was a frefh breeze from the 
N. and fometimes there was a covered Iky, threatning rain, 
though none fell ; whilft upon the whole the air pofleued a conn- 
derable drying quality.— July produced a quantity of rain, prin- 
cipally in heavy fliowers, yet hay was well faved, owing to great 
abforption and evaporation going on at the fame time, in conjunc- 
tion with frequent frefh breezes. — The leading character of Aagujl 
Was wetnefs ; but as there were feveral frefh breezes and many 
fair intervals, more might have been done in works of hufbandry 
than was really effedted. — The beginning of September Was re- 
markably warm j and there were fome fair days, though a dufty • 
like hazinefs of the air indicated much difengaged moifhire, which 
was confirmed by the hygrometer. Yet the nature of the weather 
was fuch in general, with refpecl to exemption from the moifture 
collecting in clouds, and good circulation by the winds, that 
field-work might have been better performed by a little attention. — 
In Ottober the rain was moflly in frequent heavy fhowers ; there 
were feveral fair intervals ; and there were feveral very ufeful frefli 
breezes. — Hail of an unufual fize fell the 14th, about 3 miles 
S. E. of Derry. — November was a cold, blowing month, with 
much denfe fog, and frequent fevere fliowers of both rain and 
hail ; yet the cold and windy weather, together with feveral fair 
days and dry intervals, anfwered an excellent purpofe to the 
farmer.— —In one of the flormy nights, the 6th, the large 



yanuary a good deal of hazy and foggy weather, with both mo- 
derate and keen froft, whilft the winds were chiefly from the 
mildcfl: points ; the barometer was many days, at the beginning 
of the month, above 30, and varied little, though fometimes 
there was heavy rain ; and the ftrongeft freezing took place with 
the wind at weft. — The winds were in general not only foft in 
temperature, but moderate in force, there not being more than 4 or 
5 blowing days.— Thefe circumftances point out the character of 
this month as unufual for the feafon of the year ; it feems to be 
remarkable for a mixture of gentle winds, fliarp froft, and damp, 
foggy air. — February contained a great proportion of blowing 
weather, particularly on the 7th and 8th at night, when there 
were extraordinary high and penetrating fqually gales with confi- 
derable quantities of round fnow ; between this and the preceding 
month there were 1 2 days of uninterrupted freezing ; and whilft, 
in the latter part, it foftened in its rigour, it was often bluftry — 
March, equally as February, was remarkable for blowing weather, 
with feveral fqually gales at night and heavy fliowers. — Although 
the warm winds exceeded the cold in number, in the points taken 
fingly, yet taken together, the cold were to the warm as 2a to 19 ; 
and upon the whole it was a rigorous unpleafant month. — April 
was remarkably keen and bluftry; the oldeft perfon living did not 
remember fo much fnow in this month ; the greatcft part of it fell 
on the jth, which was little ftiort of the 8th of the preceding 
February with refpeft to the degree of wind from the SE. the 
piercing cold, and drifting fnow. — May was alfo cold, with fome 
fevere blowing weather, particularly the 23d and 24th, which 
were moft ftormy at night ; and the temperature did not foften 
till the 28th. — June was cold in the beginning, but afterwards 
contained a good deal of bright, fair, warm weather. — During the 

Note. — The greateft degree of heat was on the Blh of June, ti 
•wind S. calm, fair, and bright. The greatejl degree of cold took p. 
barometer 29. 60 ; hygrometer 38 3-4; W. fair, froft, and fog. 
a f I798> I inches, and that of 1 797, finches. . . 
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tuary a good deal of hazy and foggy weather, with both mo- 
and keen froft, whilft the winds were chiefly from the 
(I points ; the barometer was many days, at the beginning 
le month, above 30, and varied little, though fometimes 
was heavy rain ; and the ftrongeft freezing took place with 
ind at weft. — The winds were in general not only foft in 
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greater part of the fair weather there was a frefh breeze fron 
N. and fometimes there was a covered Iky, threatning 
though none fell ; whilft upon the whole the air pofleffed a c 
derable drying quality.— July produced a quantity of rain, 
cipally in heavy fhowers, yet hay was well faved, owing to 
abforption and evaporation going on at the fame time, in con 
tion with frequent frefh breezes. — The leading character of j 
waswetnefs; but as there were feveral frefh breezes and 
fair intervals, more might have been done in works of hufb 
than was really effedted. — The beginning of September W; 
markably warm j and there were fome fair days» though a < 
like hazinefs of the air indicated much difengaged moifture, \ 
was confirmed by the hygrometer. Yet the nature of the w 
was fuch in general, with refpeft to exemption from the mc 
collecting in clouds, and good circulation by the winds 
field-work might have been better performed by a little attend 
In October the rain was moftly in frequent heavy fhowers ; 
were feveral fair intervals ; and there were feveral very ufeful 
breezes. — Hail of an unufual fize fell the 14th, about 3 
S. E. of Derry. — November was a cold, blowing month, 
much denfe fog, and frequent fevere fhowers of both rai 
hail ; yet the cold and windy weather, together with fever, 
days and dry intervals, anfwered an excellent purpofe t 
farmer.— —In one of the ftormy nights, the 6th, the 
metal vane was blown from the cupola of the Excl 
but no perfon was hurt.-— Though the prevalent win. 
December were from the cold points, E. and S. E. with 
fmart gales, yet the degree of congelation was net propottio 
keen. — -Little rain fell ; but there was a good deal of fogg 
hazv weather. " * • 



JTE. — 77ie greatejt degree of heat was on tie 2li of June, when tie tiermometer roft to 74 ; barometer 30. 31 ; hygrometer 
S. calm, fair, and bright. The great eft degree of cold took place on the loth of January, "when tie thermometer dropped to 
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greater part of the fair weather there was a frefh breeze from the 
N. and fometimes there was a covered Iky, threatning rain, 
though none fell ; whilfl upon the whole the air pofieued a conn- 
derable drying quality.— July produced a quantity of rain, prin- 
cipally in heavy fhowers, yet hay was well faved, owing to great 
abforption and evaporation going on at the fame time, in conjunc- 
tion with frequent frefh breezes. — The leading character of Aagujl 
Was wetnefs ; but as there were feveral frefh breezes and many 
fair intervals, more might have been done in works of hufbandry 
than was really effedted. — The beginning of September Was re- 
markably warm j and there were fome fair days, though a dufty • 
like hazinefs of the air indicated much difengaged moifhire, which 
was confirmed by the hygrometer. Yet the nature of the weather 
was fuch in general, with refpecl to exemption from the moifture 
collecting in clouds, and good circulation by the winds, that 
field-work might have been better performed by a little attention. — 
In October the rain was moftly in frequent heavy fhowers ; there 
were feveral fair intervals j and there were feveral very ufeful frefh 
breezes. — Hail of an unufual fize fell the 14th, about 3 miles 
S. E. of Derry. — November was a cold, blowing month, with 
much denfe fog, and frequent fevere mowers of both rain and 
hail ; yet the cold and windy weather, together with feveral fair 
days and dry intervals, anfwered an excellent purpofe to the 
farmer.— —In one of the flormy nights, the 6th, the large 
metal vane was blown from the cupola of the Exchange, 
but no perfon was hurt.—Though the prevalent winds in 
December were from the cold points, E. and S. E. with fome 
fmart gales, yet the degree of congelation was net propottionably 
keen. — -Little rain fell ; but there was a good deal of foggy and 
hazy weather. 

>ien tie thermometer rofe to 74. ; barometer 30. 31 / hygrometer 3 J-J ; 
lace on the 30/// of January, when the thermometer dropped to 2 1 • ; 
The annual quantity of rain- to as about 36 inches, which exceeds that 
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